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the interviewing agents and: the nature of the inquiry, wherein he
provided the following information:

icopter Pilot with the Niw
olds the rank o ajor.
Shinnecock Hills, New York,
On the evening of July 17, 1996 (Wednesday) , was

the Pilot of an H-60 Helicopter, flying a night ref eling
mission. ; the co-pilot was #amd the Crew
Chief was bdvise e helicopter took

- off from Gabreski Airport at approximately 8:00 to 8:05 p.m.
\__ ” Sunset was scheduled for approximately 8:19 p.m. Psaid he
flew some approaches during what remained of the daylight hours.
described approaches as flying out over the water and then
returning back to the airport.

mstated that at approximately 8:25-8:30 p.m., the
in a hover over runway 24 at Gabreski Airport.

i the aircraft. The helicopter was facing
%noted he was sitting in the right seat,

ind in the left gunner’s seat, and [jjiiPas

1lot was in the left seat. #said he saw a streak of red
light moving very fast from his right to his left, or from west
to east. described the streak of light as having the
trajectory and image of a shooting star. The streak moved from a
higher elevation to a lower elevation in a ntly descending
curve. The streak was almost horizontal. bserved the
streak for one to two seconds after which he saw an explosion.
oted he did not hear anything. He was wearing a helmet
rphones for voice communication with the helicopter crew.
described the explosion as a red burst with smoke.

Approximately one to two seconds later there was a second
explosion which engulfed the first. The second explosion was
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‘ tremendous and continued to expand. Pdescribed the fire

N ball as being four times the size of e setting sun. The
fireball descended slowly with thick, black, opaque smoke. (NP
said it took approximately eight to ten seconds for the fireball
to impact the ocean. A huge column of black smoke emanated from

ireball. The fireball impacted the ocean to left.
observed debris falling.

-not:ed
were flying toward the impact site. The fl rom the fire

, were very high, approximately sixty feet. “oted as they
approached the impact site t elicopter made left turns as

there were two sets of eyes,l&nd n the left

side of the aj . This maximized their observation

capability. id the altitude of the aircraft was at one

hundred feet. advised he wanted to stay high enough so the

rotor wash would not affect the surface of the ocean. said

he obs r bodies at the northwest edge of the fire.

said ﬁadvised him there was no sign of life in any of

these odies.

as still flying the aircraft. They

*advised he saw an air foil shape in the water
which he further described as a piece of an aircraft wing or a
section of the tail. 1so observed red and white markings
‘ < on the air foil objects, noted the size of the fire and

’\\'/ s his observation of interior window liners led him to believi iiis

was a large aircraft, potentially a commercial airline.
!!Iw

recalled
also observe
strobe light.
area and debris pa

eported seeing many bodies in the water.

hat peared to be a raft or aircraft chute with a

ﬁsaid they continued to fly around the impact
in an effort to locate survivors.

stated he was reporting these events to the Air
National Guard and was marking the location of the bodies with
dye packs. dvised he returned to Gabreski to pick up
Major said the flight time from the crash site
to Ga approXimately five minutes. Psaid
approximately thirty minutes had past since the time he first saw
the explosion to the time he initiated his return to Gabreski.

said upon returning to Gabreski replaced
him in the right seat as Aircraft Commander. remained in
the left r's Additionally, two rescue swimmers
?and oined the crew. said they
urned t crash site. At this time ey were using night

vision gear to_enhance their ability to see in the low light
conditions. noted this is the reason replaced him as
Aircraft Commander.
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By the time they returned to the scene there were Coast
Guard vessels and other surface aircraft dropping illumination

flares. said the bright illumination from the flares and
from the lights of the surface vessels interfered with the night
vision equipment. said after flying around the crash site

for a while longer they returned to Gabreski where they landed at
approximately 11:45 p.m. :

-noted the observations of the red streak and
explosions were durin day light, without the use of the night
vision equipment. *estimated the explosion occurred at an
altitude of 8,000 - 000 feet, plus or minus 5,000 feet. The
explosion occurred eight to ten miles off shore.

The following is a diagram illustrating-iew of
the incident:
[ ]
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27 MI.1 Pond Lane, East Mcr'c:es,
-,_L:w;ng irformaticn:
A

were re-interviewed

New York. They provided the

- -

Zn July 28, 1996, had told previous interviewing

~Z7s2nTs that he was wit and others aboard a 3%%
“=.1T0pler on July 17, 199 stated that something was

lﬂ th he felt new more than what he could
toxdé that he wanted to be hypnotized.
Pz's

ate and advised that h=
a Major and trgained 1n__M£
al Uni told
audio taped® tol hat _ A%
will demcnstrate that the explosion was as a sult of a

1ow

N ‘::i sn this date what was
TrUza_2d Lndar hvpn Call=d something coming from
32T Iz wesT that o o ¥ ign scund. At that point
1o Tz ccocnversaticon STtop talkin %’Qted,

=T T2 IncaeriacT s : ocp. " tace
T and ne sald pparentl @ause he
2ard Zhe saT2 w a whize streax
Cricsy To ks tc be horizcntal, ne:
z di:éﬁ7 2 eak of light, also nct
cznding, Pev vertica: I witgh ; smoke. He
zzulazzed Zhat at s : ; i appear an crangs-red

Jls: saw czidizs and

=z z JEOTTTSNAaT was cTyavall slower rate. fFels iz
s Taxe sense That the z:zi noL =_fallen guicker
. Tncught ¢ a3 gessicls n Y19 stated that

2 T oI an o 2xrlcosicnoczulld rieq oo lcTims
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